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STATEMENT FROM LUCAS COUNTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 

JULIA R. BATES REGARDING OLD WEST END FESTIVAL SHOOTING 

 
“The violence we witnessed Saturday at the Old West End Festival is terrible and heartbreaking. My thoughts are 

with those who were injured, their loved ones and everyone who experienced this horrific act of violence. 

 

The Old West End Festival is the unofficial start of Toledo’s festival season, a time when people come together to 

celebrate the neighborhood’s history, culture and diversity. These festivals are an important part of what makes 

Toledo and Lucas County such a special community. 

 

Gun violence must stop. It has affected far too many aspects of our daily lives. We are not immune from the  

callous, random and outrageous violence unleashed on unsuspecting festivalgoers. No individual or family should 

have to fear for their safety while attending a community event. 

 

Our office remains committed to protecting the community and bringing those responsible to justice as we 

continue working alongside our law enforcement partners in Lucas County. 

 

In recent cases, our office has pursued additional felonious assault charges against individuals who fire guns into 

crowds when supported by the evidence. In many instances, these charges may be filed for every person placed at 

risk by gunfire, in addition to charges related to those who were physically injured. 

 

I pledge that justice will be swift and strong. Those who were frightened, traumatized or harmed by this violence 

will remain at the forefront of our efforts. I’ve felt outrage before, but this is personal. This is my home. These are 

my friends and neighbors. It is not OK.” 

 

  

About the Lucas County  Prosecutor’s Off ice  

The Lucas County Prosecutor’s Office pursues justice, safeguards our community and advocates for victims. We  

balance accountability with individual rights, partnering with law enforcement to ensure public safety and fair 

governance. We are committed to integrity, outreach and justice for all. 
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